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SUBJECT: AFTERMATH OF PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO INDIA 

REF: STATE 12714 

1 . WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE, AS WE DID WHEN HE LEFT HERE 
OVER TWO WEEKS AGO, THAT THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT WAS A 

SOLID SUCCESS IN ACHIEVING ITS PRIMARY AIMS OF STRENGHTENING 
US INDIAN UNDERSTANDING AND CONTRIBUTING TO A CLOSER 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LEADERS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES. WE 
RECOGNIZE, OF COURSE, THAT THE OPEN MIKE INCIDENT FOCUSSED 
GREATER ATTENTION ON OUR NUCLEAR DIFFERENCES THAN EITHER 
WE OR THE INDIANS HAD WANTED. THE ABSENCE OF ANY OTHER 
EQUALLY EYE-CATCHING HARD NEWS IN THE COURSE OF THE VISIT 
CONTRIBUTED TO THIS, AND THE SUBSEQUENT VISITS OF THE 
SENATE CODEL AND PM CALLAGHAN PROLONGED IT. THE HIGHLIGHTING 
OF THE NUCLEAR ISSUE HAS NOT, HOWEVER, SERVICED TO SPOIL THE 
VISIT. 

2. THE MOST PERSUASIVE EVIDENCE FOR OUR CONTINUING 
POSITIVE ASSESSMENT IS THE WAY PM DESAI AND OTHER SENIOR 
INDIAN LEADERS HAVE SPOKEN AND ACTED SINCE THE VISIT. WE 
FIND THE TONE AND CONTENT OF DESAI'S LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 
PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT IN THIS REGARD. OTHER CABINET 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 01080 201752Z 

MINISTERS AND LEADERS, WHO HAVE NO REASON NOT TO BE CANDID 
WITH US, HAVE SPOKEN ENTHUSIASTICALLY TO US ABOUT THE 
FAVORABLE IMPRESSION THE PRESIDENT PERSONALLY AND THE VISIT AS A 
WHOLE MADE ON THEM AND THEIR ASSOCIATES. IN SUM, WE BEIEVE 
THE VISIT SCORED WELL WHERE IT MOST MATTERED - IN THE IMPACT 
IT HAD ON THE GOI LEADERSHIP. OUR DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES HERE 
GENRALLY SHARE THIS JUDGEMENT. 
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3. PRESS REACTION HAS BEEN LESS FAVORABLE. WE HAVE NOT YET 
WORKED UP A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE MEDIA PLAY THE VISIT 
GOT - USIS IS PREPARING THIS - BUT THE PRESS REACTION WAS 
CLEARLY MIXED. THE TIMES OF INDIA, CITED IN THE REFTEL, HAS 
BEEN NOTABLY NEGATIVE AND WASPISH. SO HAS HINDU NEW DELHI 
CORRESPONDENT G.K. REDDY. THE NUCLEAR ISSUE HAS OF COURSE 
FIGURES PROMINENTLY. AND IN SOME COMMENTARIES THE PRESIDENT 
WAS CONTRASTED UNFAVORABLY WITH CALLAGHAN IN THEWAY HE 
APPROACHED THIS. IN WHAT SEEMS TO US AN ALMOST INEVITABLE 
THROWBACK TO AN EARLIER DAY, SOME COMMENTARIES HAVE CRITICIZED 
THE ABSENCE OF "ANYTHING REALLY SUBSTANTIAL", I.E. A LARGE 
ASSISTANCE PACKAGE, IN THE VISIT. 

4. PERHAPS WE ARE LOOKING FOR THE SILVER LINING, BUT IT 
SEEMS TO US THAT SOME OF THIS ADVERSE AND OFTEN 
MISCONCNCEIVED COMMENT MAY ULTIMATELY BE TO THE GOOD 
IN BUILDING A MORE RELISTIC PUBLIC ASSESSMENT OF THE 
POSSIBILITIES IN INDO-US RELATIONS AND UNDERCUTTING 

THE OVEREXPECTATIONS AND EUPHORIA WHICH HAVE BEEN OUR 
BANE. BUT THAT IS A FAR CRY FROM THE "NEGATIVE CAST" 

SUGGESTED IN THE REFTEL. 

GOHEF.N 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, HEAD OF GOVERNMENT VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 jan 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978NEWDE01080 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780032-0716 
Format: TEL 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 40/aaaabhqu. tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b81ec7e1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 12714 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3740998 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AFTERMATH OF PRESIDENTYS VISIT TO INDIA 
TAGS: OVIP, PEPR, IN, US, (CARTER, JIMMY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b81 ec7e1 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



